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Ais ſpeech in the Towerto the Lords, before he went to execution, 


Ight Honourable, and the reſt, you are now come to convey 
me to my death, I am willing to dye, which is a thing no 
more than all our Predeceſfors have done, and a debt that 
| our Poſtcrity maſt in thcir due time diſcharge, which ſince 

it can bz no way avoyded,it ought the lefſe to be feared; for that which 

15 commun toall, ouzht not tobe 1ntollerable to any : Ir is the Law 

of Nature, the tribute of the fleſb,a remedy trom all worldly carcs and 

troubles ; and to the truly penitcat, a perfe path to bleſſedneſk, 

And there is but one death, h ſeverall waycs unto it : mine is not 
naturall, but enforced by the Law and Iuſtice : It hath beene faid that 

the Lawes vex enly the meaner fort of people, but the mightic are able 
to withſtand them : it is not ſo with mee, for to the Law I ſubmit my 

&lfc,and conſeſſ that I receive nothing but juſtice : for he that politiks 
ly intendeth good toa Common weale,may be called a juſt man, but 
he that pra&iſeth cither for his owne proftt, o: any other ſiniſter ends, 
may bee well termed a delinquent perſon ; neither is delay 1n puniſh» 

mcat any priviedge for pardon, And morcover, I ingenuouſly conſeſle 
with (icero, That the death of the bad is the fafety of the good that be 
alive, 

Let no man traſt cither-in the favour of his Prince, the frind- 
ſhip aud conſanguinity of his Peres, mach le(E in his owne wiſdom 
and kyowleige, of which 1 inzenuouſly confefl> I have beene too con- 
fide. Kings, as they are men before God, fo they are Gods before men, 
and I may fay with a great man once in this Kipgdome, Had 7 ftrived 
to 0b: y my God as faithfully, ar 1 ſought to honour my King diligent'y,] had 
ſtood, and not fallen. Moſt happic and fortuaate is that Prince, whos 
as much for his juſtice feared, as tor his goodneſſ beloved : For the 
greater that Princes arc in power above other, the more they ought in 
vertue to cxcell other ; and ſuch is the Royall Soveraigne w I late 
ſrved, 

For my Peceres,the correſpondencethat I had with them during my 
proſperity, was to me very delightfull and plealing,and here they have 
commiſerated my ruine, I have plentitully found, who ( for the molt 
generous of them) I may veblly fy, though they have deteſted the fad, 


et they have piticd the delinquent ; the firſt in their loyaltic, 
the ta their Charity : ingenuoufly conkeiſing, that never any (ub- 
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jeſt, or Peere of my rank, had ever tht helpe of Counſel, that berefit 
of time, or-a more free and ka aged I have had: in the like 
wherof,none uf my precefiors bath had ſc much favour frum his Prince, 
fo much wffrrance from the people z in which compretend the under- 
ſtanding Cummons, not the many headed monſtcr, Multitude : ButI 
have cd, am fentenced, and muſt now after, 

And for my too much conhdene in mp wiſdom and know- 
ledge,therein have bin the moſt deecived:for he is wiſe to bimſelfe, that 
knowes by othe: s faults tocorreR his owne offences : to be truly wiſe 
is to be Secretarics to our {elves ; for it is mcere fully to reveale our in- 
timate thoughts toſtrangers : wiſdom is the molt precious Gem with 
which the mind can bee adorned, and learning the moſt famous thing 
for which a man ought to be cſtecmed, and true wiſdom teacheth us to 
do well, as to well : inthefirſt I have failed, for the wiſdowe of 
man « foeli nith God. 

For know it is a thing indiffcrent both to good and evill, but 
the beſt knowledge is for a man to know himfelfte ; hee that doth fo 
(hall cſteeme of humſelfe but little, for he conſidercth from whence he 
catne,and wherto he muſt goghe regardeth not the vain pleaſures of this 
life, he cxalteth God,and ſtrives to live in his feare ; but he that know- 
eth not himiclfe, is wilfall in his owne wayes, unprofitable in his life, 
unfortunate in his death, and O am I. But the reaſon why I ſought to 
attaine unto it, was this : I haverecad that he that knowethnot that 
which he ought to know,is a Bruit beaſt amongſt men; he that knows 
eth more than he ought to know, is a man beaſts : but he that 
knoweth all that may be known,is a God men. To this I much 
aſpired,in ; gps failed ; Vanity of vanities, all i; bus vanity, 

I have heard the people clamour and cry out, faying, That through 
my occaſion the times are bad, I wiſh that when 1 am dead they may 
proove better : moſt true it is, that there is at this time a great 


impending (God in hisynercy avert.) And — 
lot,l ke /onehb, to be nto the fca,1 ſhall thinke my life ſpent,to 
appeaſ: Gods wrath,and fatisfic the peoples malice, 

O what is cloquence more than aire ? faſhioned with an articulate 
and diſtin& found, when it is a ſpeciall vertue to ſpeake little and well, 
and filence is oft the beſt oratory ; for fooles in their dumbneſſe may be 
accounted wiſe : It hath power to make a good matter ſeeme bad, and 
a bad cauſe appeare good : but mine was to me unprofitable, and like 
- Cypreſk trees, which are great and tall, bur altogether without 

k 


n, 
. What is honour ? but the firſt ep todiſquictacſk, and power is ſtill 
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welti# endyenyik, neither beth it cap privitadgs againſt infarny, It 
a 


is held'tobethe chick part of honour, for a man to joyne to his office 
andealling, curtefieand bility, commiſeration and pity : for there- 
by he drawerh to Him with a kin of compulfion, tha hearts of the mul» 
"Bur that was the ered mar mr tr makes. 
me call to mind, that the greater the perſons ae 11 aut horitie, the Hon- 
er they are catcht in any delinquency, and rhewr fnalleſt crimes are 
t robe Capitall,che finalle.i pot ſhems great in the fineſt liunen, 
and the leaſt faw is Honeſt found in thericheſt Diamond. But high 
and Nobtk: fpirits finding themſelves wounded, grieve not fo much at 
their own | —_— perplexitie, as at the derifion and ſeotts of rheir ce. 
nemy : but for mine own part, though I might have many in my life, [ 
to find none 1n my deat 
Amonsſt other things which pollute and contaminare the minds of 
reat ſpirits, there is none more heinous than Ambition, which is &1. 
, enk da iced with Avarice : Such to poſſcfſe their ends, care 
nat ro violate the Lawes of Religion, and Reaſon, and to breake the 
bonds of Modeſty and cquity, with the neareſt tyes of Conſanguirty, 
and Amity ; of which as I have bin guiley, & | crave at Gods hands 
forgivencf. It is a Maxime im Phil»ſophy, that ambitious men can be 
never good Counftours to Princey; the defie of w—_ More is come 
mon to great Lords, and a defire of Rule 2 g-cat cauſe ot their Ruine, 


My Lords, I am now the hopelefÞ Prefiucat, may I be to you all an. 


happy example : For Ambirion devoureth gold, and drinketh bluud, 
and Fiunberh {> high by other mens heads, that at the length in the fall 
it breakerh its own neck : therefore it is bettrer to Tive in humle con» 
tent, than in high care and trouble : For more precious is want with 
honeſty, than wealth with infamy : For what are we but meere Vas 
, which ina fcrene Element aſcend high, and upon an i.1l' a 1t, like 
Erncake vani'h tmto nothing : or like ſhips without Pilots, toſt up and 
downe ngon the Seas by contrary winds and tempaits. Bur the good 
tusbandiman thinkes bettur of thoſe cares of Corne, which bow down, 
and-grow crooked, th thoſe which are ſtraight and upright, becuſe 
te is aired to finde more (tore of graine in the one than 1n the vher, 
This all me:1 know, yet of this, how f:-v make ufz ; The defe& whers- 
of maſt be now my paine : may my ſuffering prove to others profit, 
For what hath nov the favour of my Princ?, the femiliarity with 
my Pecrcs, the vohability of a tongue; the ſtrength of my memory ,my 
karning, or knowledge, my honours, or Orfices, my power, and po+ 
rency, my riches, an treafure, (all theſe the ſpeciall gitts,both of Na» 
ane, and Fortmue) what haye alltheſe protited me ? —_ I aC- 
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r 
knowledge, though by God beſtawed upen man, yet not ail of theny 


vidence, the molt of them 
| pry might ſtill have fouriht, 
who now am forc'd immarturely to fal | 

I now could wiſh, (but thatartinow is too late) that God with his , 
out ward-goodnes towards me had fo comma bis iaward gragethat 
I had chuſcd the medium path, neither inclining to the right aang, nag 
deviating to the left ; but like /carws with my waxgo wings, tearing | 
by tov low a flight tomoyſten theur with the: Waves : 1 fared too 
high, and too neare the Sun, by which they being axclted; layming 
at the higheſt, am precipitated to the lowelt : aud am made a wretehs., . 
ed prey to t'ic Waters :But I who before built my houſe upan the fand, . 
have now {:tled my hopes upon the Rock iny Saviour : by wha(c only, 
mcrits my fole trut is, that whatfocycr becomes of my budy, ' yr, 
this boſome my foule may be SanAuaried. 

Nimrod would have built a Tower torcach up to Feaven, and cald it 
Babel; but God turned it to the confafion of Languages, and diflipgs, 
tion of the people. Pharaoh kept the Children of 7/rael in Bondage, 
and after baving freed them, in hs great pride would have 1nade thera, 
his prey ; but God gave thema dry and'miraculoug paſlage, and £ha- 
rach and his hoaſt a watry Sepulcher,  Beldaxzer feaſked bis Princes 
and Proſtitutes, who drunke healths in the Veſſels taken frooebe T. 
ple, but the hand of God writ upon the wall, Atexe. 7 het Phorar and 
that night before morning was both his kingdome and life taken from 
him : Thus God I:ts meri goc on a great while in their wivne devices, 
but in the end 1t proves their owne rune and deiryBiqnener® ſufle- 


met in me : of which had 1 made 


\ 


ring them to cff:Q their detired purpifes : therefore let none 
upon his power, glary in bis greatnoſk of þe too confident in big rick» 
& : Thele things were written for vur Laſtruction, of which the li- 
ving may make uſe, the dying cannot ; but wit and uaſruitfull wifdom 
arc the next neighbours to folly. 

There can beeno greater vanity iu the world,, than tackezme t 
world, which regardeth no man ; and to make fight account 


who greatly reſpe&eth all men; and there can be nogreater folly ag 
man, than by much Travell to increaſe his goedoand puny hay, 
and in the interim with vaine delights and pleaſures, to loſe his foul 
It is a great folly in any man to attempt a bad beginning, in hope of 
good ending ; and to make that p; to one,wh.ch was behure come 
mon toall, is mecre indiſcretion, aud the ing of diicprd, which 
I poſitively wiſh may cnd io-this my puni — | 
O how {mall a proportioa ol : will containe may body, when 
. 3 W7 


my high minde could not be confined within the ſpacious compaſk of 
ewo Kingdoms ? Bnt my boure draweth on, and 1 rtonclude with the 
Plalmift, not ayming at any one man in particular, but ſpeaking for all 
in generall : How long will you 7 ow 0m ry rm ihe rg» 
to give true Judgement ? fc, Bleſſed us the man that doth not walke in t 
Conncell of the wiched, nor Rand in the way of ſinners, nor fit in the ſeat of 
the ſcornefull, therefore they ſhall not Rand tn the [udgemeut, nor ſinners in 
the afſembly of the rightroms,ch c. 

the houre of 12. a Clocke the aforcfaid Lord of Strafford was 
to the Scaffold on Tower- Hill, where was a Court of Guard 
made by the ſeverall Compares of Souldicrs of the \_ ity of London,and 
the hamlcts of the Tower on cach ſide as he paſſed to the Scaff1d:before 
mgrchod the Marſhalls men to make way, then the Shcridfs of Lone 
dens Officers with their Halberds ; after thrm the Kings Guard, or 
warders of the Tower ; Next came one of his Gentlemen, bare headed, 
" ——_— Habit, the Lord Serefford following him clad in blacke 
cloath, with divers others in the fame habit, which were his atten» 
dance z then the Lord Bifhop of eArmagh, and other good Divines ; 
waith the Sheriffcs of London, and divers honourable 
when he came to the Scaffold, he there ſhewed himſclfe on cach fide 
in full view toall people, and madethis ſhort ſpeech, with as much 
alacrity of Spirit,as a mortall man could expreſſe, vis. 
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The EARLE of Straffords Laff Speech on the Scaffold. 


imate of Ireland, (and my Lords, and the reſt of 
lemen ) it is a very great comfort for me to have 
_ Lordſhip yn in regard I have beenc 
wne to you along time, I ſhould be very glad to ob- 
taine fo mnch filence, as to be heard a few words, but I doubt I (hall 
not,my Lord. I come hither by the good will and pleaſure of Almigh- 
t God, 4 0 ome png owe finn:, which is death, by 
the bleifing that God to rife againethrough the merits of Chril 

Icfus to ctcrnall glory : I wiſh Thad becne private, that I might have 
beene heard, my Lord, it T might be o mach beholding to you, that 1 
might uſe a few words, 1 take it for a very great courtcſie: m 

Lord, I come hither to fubmit to that judgement which hath 
inſt me, I doc it wiztha very quiet and contented wind, I doe free] 
give all the world, a forgiveneithet is noe ſpokea from rhe tecth 

- outw 
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givencik of cycry man, both for any raſh or unadviſked word order 


7 
putward (as they (ay) but from the heart; 1 ſpeake it in the preſence of 
Almighty God e whom I ſtand, that there is not fo much as adiF 
pleaſing thought in me ariſing to any creature, I thanke God, I may fay 
truly, and my conſcience beares me witneſſes, that in all my ſervices, 
fince I have had the honour to ſerve his Majeſty in any imployment, I 
never had any thing in my heart, but the joynt and individuall pro- 
ſperity of King and people ; if it have beene my hap to bemifonirus 
ed,it1is the common proportion of us all, while we arc in this life, the 
righteous Iudgement is hereafter ; here we arc ſubjeR tocrrour, and 
apt to be miſ-judged one of another ; there is one thing I defire to 
cere my ſelfe of and I am very confident, 1 ſpeake with fo much cleare 
neſfe,that I hope I ſhall have your Chriſtian charity in the belece of it, 
I did alwaics ever thinke the Parliaments of England, were the happi- 
eſt Conſtitutions,that any Kingdome, or any Nation lived under, and 
under God the micanes of making King and people happy, fo far have 1 
beene from being againſt Parliaments ; for my death [here acquit all 
the world, and pray God heartily to forgive them : and in particular, 
my Lord Primate, I am very glad that his Majeſty is to Con- 
ccive me, not mcriting fo ſevere and heavy a puniſhment as the utmoſt 
execution of this ſentence ; 1 am very glad, and infinitely rejoyce in 
this ofhis, and beach God to tnnpic to him, thackomey find 
mercy when he hath moſt need of it ; I wiſh this kingdome all the 
ity and happineſt in the world ; I di1 it living, and now dy+ 
ing it is my wiſh, I doe now profeſſ it from my heart, and doe moſt 
humbly it unto every man here,and wiſh every man tolay 
his hand upon his heart, and conſider ſeriouſly whither the — 
of the happincſſ of a people ſhould be written in letters of bloud, 
feare you are in a wrong way, and 1 defire Almighty God that no one 
drop of my bloud may riſc up in Iudgement againlt you, 

My Lord of Armagh, I profeſſe my ſ-Ife a Proteſtant, and a true and 
ebedicnt Son to the Church of England, to that Church wherein I was 
borne and whercin I was bred ; proſperi'y and bappineſſe be ever to it : 
and whereas it hath beene faid that I have cnclin'd to Popery, if it be an 
objeftion worth anſwering, let me fay truly, that from thetime ſince I 
was one and twenty yeares of age, till this houre, now going upom 
nine and forty, I never had thought in my heart, todoubt ofthe trath 
of my Religion, nor tv my beſt memory durſt any cver profer it any 
kind whatſoever; and fo being reconciled to the mercies of Chrift Je 
Jur my Saviear, into Whoſe b« ſome / hope ſhertly to be gathered, to enj 
thoſe eternal happineſſes that ſhall never have end, | ce('re heartily the bor 


bk: 
andidchre.your prayers; And ſo my Lord: farewel farewell all things of this 
world, Lord ftrengthen my faith ; giv'e me confilience and aſſvr axce in the 
werits of Chrilt Iejus. 1 deſire you that you would be bent, ani joyne'in 
Prayers with me, and for me ; and [ truſt in God that we ſhall all meet cul 
live eternally in Heaven there to receive the accompliſlament of al bappineſſe, 
where every trare ſhall be wiped ſrom our eyes, and every ſad thought from | 
eur harts: Ana ſo Gedt#leſſe this Kingdom © Telus have mercy on my Suole, 

Then turning himſeclfe about, he ſaluted all the Noble-men;and took a ſo. 
lemne leave of a!l conſiderable perſons on the Scaffold, giving them his hand, * 

And after that he ſaid, Centlemen,l would ſay my prayers, andI entreat you 
all co pray with me, and for me : then his Chap'aine laid the booke of Com. 
mon Prazer upon the chaire before ham, as he kneeled down, on which he praj, © 
£d alnoſt a quarter of an houre, then he prayed as long or longer without a 
booke, and ended the Lords prayer z then ſtanding up he {pics his brother, Sir 
Geozge Wentworth, and cals him to him, and ſaith ; Brother, We mult pack 
Reneabermetomy SISTER, andromy WIFE, and carry wy LC {[fig to my | 
Son, and charge him from me,th1t he feare God, and rortinue an obedient for of rhe Churdh © 
of England, that be ſhould approve bmſelſe a [aithſull ſubje to the King, and tell buy 
thet be ſhould not baut any y- ivate gruder or revenge towards any conce; ning me, and bi 
bim beware thet he meddle nit with Church fivings. for that wil prove a moth and Cat» 
her tob'm inhis elate ; and wiſh vim tocontent binſelſe tobe a ſervant tobu Connt'y, as 
4 Inftice of Peoce inbis County, and not aiming «t higher preferments : carry wyble 
alſo torydinghtes, ANNE and ARABELLA, charge them to feare and ſerve 
end be will b{:ſſe them, not forgetting my Litl. infant, that yet tnowes neither good wr * 
evill, and cannot ſprake forit ſe'fr, God ſnake ſor it and bleſſe it. Then laid he, Nowl 
bee nigh done, one robe will make my Wife Huſbandleſſe, ».y deare children fatberleſie and” 
my poo-e [croants maleri fie, and ſeparate me from my dearebrotber and all my friends, 
but &t God be to you 11d them aÞ in aff, 

After that,going to take off his doublct, and to'tmake himfſelfe unready, he * 
faid, 1 thanke Gd / am no «ore afraid of death, nor diuntcd with any di/couragen 
riſing from ary feares, but doe as theerefully pal off wy daib'et at this time, as ever 1 
when 7 win! 19 ved. Then he put off bis d wb: ,a1d wound up bis batre with Is bards,and 
put on a white Cad. 

Then he called, Where is the man that ſhould do this laſt office (meaning the 
Executioner)call him ro me. When he came and ask: him forgiveneſfſe, he told 
him he forgave him and all the world, Then kneeling downe by the blockhe | 
wenrts prayer again himſelfe, the Rithop of Armagh kneeling on the on fide, | 
and the Miniſter onthe other ; to the which Miniſter after prayer, he turned 
bimſelfe,and ſpoke ſome few words ſoftly having his hands lifted up:this Mi-! 
niſter cloſed his hands with his ; then bow.nz himſelfe to the earth, to lay his: 
head on the block, he told the Evecutioner that he would firſt lay downe tus ? 
head to try the fitneſſe of the blocke, and take it up ag1ine, before he word 
lay it downe for good and all, and ſo he did : and betore he 'aid ir downe #- 

o, he told the tioner that he would give him warning when to ſtrike, 

ſtretching forth his hands ; and then laid down? his necke on the blocke, 

ing out his hands, the Executioner ſtruck off his head at one blow,then 
tooke the head up in his hands, and ſhewed itto all the people, and faid, 
God ſave the Kinz, Amen. TH. 


